
  ANCASTER HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY                    NEWSLETTER                 JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER 2022

        1                         ANCASTER HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY, P.O. BOX 81056, ANCASTER, ONTARIO  L9G 4X1                                         

  

    Contact List

   Membership:
   Ingrid Davitsky
    anc.hort.membership@gmail.com
   Treasurer:
   Bob Wilt  905-648-3369
    bob.wilt47@gmail.com
   Secretary:
    Lorraine Held  905-628-8624
          lorraine.held@gmail.com
   Florascape Editor:
   Donna Parker   905-304-6110
          donnaparker@cogeco.ca
   Web Site: 
    www.ancasterhort.org 
   E-Mail Address: 
  ancasterhort.socy@gmail.com 

    Page Content 
  1……….Grapevine & New Members 
  2……….Annual Plant Sale 
  3……… Municipal Gardens          
  3……… Trillium Awards 
  4……….Fieldcote News  
  5……… The Blue Ruffle Iris  
  6 ………Tour of Whistling Gardens 
  6 ………Tour of Shawn & Ed’s 

                   

Follow us on Instagram: 
@hortancaster 
Facebook: Ancaster Horticultural 
                    Society

 A Warm Welcome to New Members: 

     Florascape
  61 Years of Beautifying Ancaster

 7……… AHS Garden Hero 
 8……..  Coming Events 
 8……..  A little bit more!

                Patti Bond 
             Cynthia Ryerse 
             Judith Sellens

It’s Summer! and as the pace slows 
down a little we hope you have time to 
enjoy gardens—your own or one of many 
public garden spaces that we’re fortunate 
to have around us.   
The Society enjoyed a very busy spring 
season.  Our annual Plant Sale returned to an
in-person sale and was very successful. (p.2). 

Our members have contributed hundreds of volunteer hours for 
spring cleanup and planting at the Municipal Gardens (p.3),  
Fieldcote (p. 4) and for potting up and prepping for the plant sale. 
Thank you, everyone!  Our spring season ended with two 
enjoyable visits first to Whistling Gardens and then to a tour and 
tasting at Shawn & Ed’s Brew House in Dundas. (p.6). Thanks to 
program director, Betty Howitt, for organizing these events. 
The Trillium Award program judging is underway July 2-17 and 
will culminate in an awards ceremony at Fieldcote August. 16th. 
   We wish everyone a happy and healthy summer. 
   We look forward to seeing you in September.
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The Plant Sale came Back! 

                                by Donna Parker 

After 2 missed sales, 3 calendar years 
and a whole lot of uncertainty the Plant Sale 
was back on Saturday May 21st.   
We began with our online tomato orders in 
February and followed with a flurry of 
setting up, potting, and buying in the first 3 
weeks of May.  Many of you were desperate 
to get your perennials divided and donated 
and we thank you for your contributions. 

Sale day began with sunshine and brisk  
sales but we had a rather more exciting 
finish to the day than we had planned!  
Close to closing time storm clouds were 
gathering so we began to pack up the 
plants, trolleys and signage.  Suddenly we 
were hit with gale-force winds that sent 
chairs, tables, tents and even a customer’s 
cash flying into the air.  We were all left  
soaked, a little shocked and, some of us, 
battered a bit by furniture.  We seem to have 
survived and, as one member said, “It made 
for great dinner conversation”! 

We want to extend a HUGE THANK YOU to 
all of our members and friends who  
volunteered.  Thank you also to the Dundas 
Sketching Club for spending a few hours 
with us.  Thank you to our partners, 
Tree & Twig Farms and  Harpers Garden  
Centre. 
Our pre-ordered tomato sale was very 
successful.  Our overall net proceeds were  
one of the highest in our history.  
We thank you for supporting the sale and 
for all the volunteer hours. Thank you 
especially Sue Freshwater for the hours of 
computer work and ordering and for the 
use of the farm for potting and storage 
and tomato pickup.  Thanks,too, to the core 
committee for the hours, the heavy lifting 
and the commitment. 
The sale is a huge commitment of time and 
physical work.  We are looking at ways to  
not only improve the sale but to make it 
more consistent with our capabilities as  
volunteers and to deal with future changes. 
We have formed a small committee to meet 
this summer and make recommendations 
to the Board.  Stay tuned!

Photo: D. Puskas

Sketch by Dundas Sketchers 
member.   Photo:  D. Parker

Photo:  D. Puskas
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The Canadian Garden Council 
       has named 2022  
The Year of the Garden 
 In recognition of the year, public 
 gardens are asked to plant RED

 You can see RED in the gardens around Ancaster Municipal 
 Building planted by our volunteer garden crews

Photos taken in early June.  Drop by this summer and see the roses in  
full bloom.  Photos:  Jill Macaulay

The Ancaster Trillium Awards are set to 
begin judging from July 2-17th.  The 
purpose of the awards is to recognize front 
gardens that enhance the beauty of Ancaster. 
We are looking forward to identifying these 
gardens and we hope to present the awards, 
once again, at a ceremony at Fieldcote Park & 
Museum on August 16th.  by Carol Howe

2019 Ceremony at Fieldcote

2021 ‘Drive-By’ awards at Old Town Hall 
Top Photo:-Unknown  Bottom:  D. Parker
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  Fieldcote News 
                                                        by Mavis Baker

The gardeners have been working hard at Fieldcote and 
although we are pleased with the result of our efforts, we fall 
short when it comes to the ‘dreaded hill” below the upper

                                              patio.  We are losing the battle with both chameleon plant and 
goutweed.  Planted as ground covers years ago, they have taken hold throughout the  
hill and in the adjoining rockery.  
The park is also used as an outdoor classroom for the children of the local Montessori 
school, with one corner devoted to Indigenous Studies and a selection of native plants. 
You may be lucky enough to see a class in progress in that spot or elsewhere in the 
park. Fieldcote is now the temporary home to the Childrens’ Museum whilst their 
building is undergoing a long-awaited expansion.   
We are lucky to have such a tranquil space in the heart of busy Ancaster.  Bring a chair, 
a picnic and enjoy the serene surroundings. 
Check the website for activities and programs. Also check the website for other 
activities in the park throughout the summer. 
During the week of August 22, there will be a production of Shakespeare in the Gardens. 
                    www.hamilton.ca/fieldcote 

Spring Clean-Up at Fieldcote: 
Wendy Spangenberger, Allan Macaulay, Jill 
Macaulay, Marda Jeffrey      Photos: D. Puskas

Loading the Bin:  
Marda Jeffrey & Bonnie Angelini

The Fieldcote Gardeners Taking a Break after 
Spring Clean-Up
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The Ancaster Blue Ruffle Iris  
was introduced and named in 1993.  Then President, David 
Waddell, worked with McMillan Iris Garden to find a name for a 
new iris introduction that would become our logo.  A contest was 
held and the name was chosen.  The Blue Ruffle Iris grows at 
Fieldcote Park, in two Municipal gardens and in the gardens of 
many of our members.   
The Iris is awarded by the Society for significant  
volunteer service. 
We thought you’d like to  
   see them growing in a few of 
       our members’ gardens!

Wendy Spangenberger

Lorraine Held

Trish BrookfieldBetty Howitt

Jill & Allan Macaulay

Cathy Wood

Brandon Park Municipal Bed Milennium Park 
Municipal Bed

Donna Parker
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OUR JUNE MEETINGS TOOK US OUT ON TOUR! 
                                                                                  

On June 1st 41 members and guests 
enjoyed a 1 1/2 hour tour at Whistling 
Gardens led by owner Darren 
Heimbecker.  The forecast for rain did not 
stop folks from coming.  The rain 
held off!  As we wandered through  
1200 varieties of Peonies, Darren spoke 
about the Garden’s history and the  
upcoming 10th Anniversary celebrations. 
His conifer collection is amazing and 
includes very rare specimens.  We ended 
the tour at the amphitheatre and listened 
to music while the fountains danced in 
time to the music.  
AHS was one of the first groups to tour 
the Gardens when it opened 10 years ago 
and it was wonderful to be back and see 
how it has grown.        By Betty Howitt

On June 21st 25 members and guests  
Toured and Tasted at Shawn & Ed Brewing 
Company in Dundas.   
After our brief meeting the manager 
talked us through their history and the 
brewing process.  Samples were given of 
4 of their most popular brews along with 
tacos and pizza. 
We received many compliments about our 
‘new style’ of meeting!  A fun evening! 
                                 with notes from Bob Wilt

  Photos:  Bob Wilt

  Photos:  Bob and Tonie Wilt
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Sue Groleau joined Ancaster Horticultural 
Society in 1986.  She has been active in many 
facets of the Society including the Plant Sale,                       
the Flower & Vegetable Show, Social Committee,  
the Annual General Meeting.   

What makes her a true ‘Garden Hero’, though, is her nearly 15 years of 
directing the planning, planting and volunteer care for the three 
Municipal Garden areas that the Society has adopted.  In this role 
Sue created working relationships with the City of Hamilton 
and partnerships with local nurseries in order to source soils, mulches 
and plants.  Each year she planned the design and colour scheme for 
the beds around the Municipal buildings and two other garden areas. 

Sue organized member volunteers for the spring and fall cleanups, 
planting and garden care throughout the summer. At summer’s end 
volunteers were rewarded with a ‘thank you tea’ at her home. 

We wish to honour Sue’s incredible efforts and thank her for all that 
she has done to ‘Beautify Ancaster’.  Thank you, Sue.  You are our 
Garden Hero! 

      OHA District 6 has invited each Horticultural Society to name a 

                                                         

                      
                

   Ancaster Horticultural Society has chosen our 

                                  Garden Hero 

                        Sue Groleau

   Garden Hero 

Above photo taken after Mum 
planting 2019 at the Municipal Gardens 
                         Photo:  Tonie Wilt 
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 Meetings are held at Ancaster Old Town Hall, 
   210 Wilson St.  E,  Ancaster, on the 3rd 
  Tuesday of the month from September to June. 
  Meeting format: 
  7:30 Informal Chat & Refreshments 
  7:45    Brief business meeting 
  8:00    Speaker Presentation & Questions 

Coming Events~

                       August        
                                                      
16           Trillium Awards Ceremony 
               at Fieldcote Park & Museum 
         Awards will be held at the Band Shell 
         (weather permitting) and winners will 
          be notified by email. 
                     September 
6             AHS Board Meeting 
                7:15 at Fieldcote Museum 

20          AHS Monthly Meeting 
              Back by popular demand! 
 “The Imperfect Garden—Falling in Love 
              with our Dots and Spots” 
            with Lorraine Roy, Textile Artist 

           
           2022 Dundas Studio Tour 
      The 25th Anniversary Studio Tour 
              Sat. Oct. 1 — Sun. Oct. 2 
                    10am - 5pm daily 
        7 Studio locations and 30 Artists 
                    Admission is Free 

        www.dundasstudiotour.co 

Animal Life at Fieldcote 
 Photos by David Puskas

Wise Words from  
Whistling Gardens… 

Photo by Bob Wilt

http://www.dundasstudiotour.co
http://www.dundasstudiotour.co

