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Follow us on Instagram: 
@ancaster_gardeners 
Facebook: Ancaster Horticultural 
                    Society

Welcome New Members 

 Yasmeen Minocher 
 Carol Elliot (Welcome back!) 

   It’s Spring!

      Signs of Spring  
      Photo: D. Puskas

…and with it comes our busy season! We 
begin in-person meetings. It’s so 
good to see everyone again!  Our program 
director, Betty Howitt, has lined up some 
interesting speakers and has topped it off in 
June with a walking tour. (See p. 8)

Our Heirloom Tomato Pre-Ordering is well underway.  If you plan 
to order, do it soon for best selection.  All the details are on the 
website (Note: Many members receiving printed newsletters will find 
tomato descriptions enclosed.) Our Annual Plant Sale is May 18th. 
Your contributions of perennials are vital so please look around 
your gardens to see what could be divided and donated. (P. 3) 

Our Fieldcote gardeners hold their annual cleanup on April 20th 
and would love your help. (P. 5) There are lots of ways to be  
active with our Society.  Join us—we’re a friendly group! 
	 Your Executive Council~Jill, Betty, Bob, Donna
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 Pre-Order now at our Giant Sale of~~ 
      Heirloom Tomato Plants!

2

    There are tomatoes for pots and garden plots. 
                 There’s still lots of  choice  but…  

                                Don’t 
             Pre-order now for pick up in Mid-May 

          Order at:  ahsorderplants@gmail.com 
                                        OR  
          Mail to:  Ancaster Horticultural Society 
                                 P.O. Box 81056, Ancaster, ON 
                                 L9G 4X1 
             Include:  Chosen Varieties & number of each 
                              Name, Address, Phone #, email (if you have) 
               
      Tomato variety descriptions and all ordering 
                       details are on our website: 
                                ancasterhort.org     

      ‘Black Krim’

  ‘Sunsugar Hybrid’

    Tried & True
   Varieties        Try

    Something 
    Different!

‘Mountain Princess’

‘Worry’

 Both compact 
 & suitable for 
 Container growing

http://ancasterhort.org/events
mailto:ahsorderplants@gmail.com
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You don’t have to be a  
Plant Expert to help!   
-we need lifters, diggers, 
 transportation, potters, 
 sellers.  We’ll show you! 
We have a lot of fun. Join us!

3

         

     Don’t 
   Forget!   

                       Ancaster Horticultural Society’s  

                      Plant Sale! 
      Saturday May 18, 2024 
                   Food Basics Plaza, Wilson St. Ancaster 
                                         8am—1pm 

      We need volunteers.  Here’s how you can help:

Potting Days at Whiteside Farms Start Soon  
   (1160 Jerseyville Rd. then down lane on left to barns) 
    Watch our News FLASH for start of Potting Days 
       Join us for some or all of the potting days. 
                   Wed.  Fri. Sat.  9:30-noon          
         Bring a coffee mug and join the fun! 
         Bring your divided or unwanted perennials. 
         Include PLANT NAMES with plants if possible. 

                Your plant contributions are important for the sale! 
As you do your spring clean up consider which plants would benefit from being split  
or shared with another garden.  (Be careful with invasive plants) 
You can drop them off at the farm at 1160 Jerseyville Rd. (lower level near the barns) 
starting Monday April 22nd.    (See also item on Jumping Worms, p. 7)

            Need help to dig up plants?  Contact: 
             ancasterhort.socy@gmail.com OR Contact 
             Bob Wilt (905-648-3369)   bob.wilt47@gmail.com 
             Sue Freshwater (905-979-6733) after April 14th 
                            suemfreshwater@gmail.com 

mailto:ancasterhort.socy@gmail.com
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      Fieldcote Clean Up Day has been 
     scheduled for Sat. April 20th, 2024 
                  9:00am to 1:00pm 
                 at Fieldcote Park & Museum 
              64 Sulphur Springs Rd.  Ancaster 

 The Ancaster Gardeners will be doing their annual Spring Clean Up of  
the beautiful Fieldcote Memorial Gardens on Sat. April 20th 9:00am to 
1:00pm.  It is hoped that we will again be assisted by the Ancaster 
Scouts group.   
The total Fieldcote property is 7 1/2 acres but we focus on the front 
2 acres.  Our regular Thursday morning maintenance will begin the 
following week. 
Our 2024 clean up goal is to focus on the highly invasive Garlic Mustard 
as well as the removal of  the excessive leaves, litter and fallen limbs. 
In appreciation, the Fieldcote staff  even provide a light lunch for the 
volunteers at the end of  a fun morning.  Grab your gloves and a rake 
and join us!   
 ( For more information Contact:  Bob Wilt  905-648-3369  bob.wilt47@gmail.com   ) 

Photos: B. Wilt & Archives

mailto:bob.wilt47@gmail.com
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Members’ Page

Hello from 
Mexico! 
Bougainvillea by  
M.  Burjan

Ancaster Sunrise  
Photo: D. Parker

Our Booth at the Ancaster Home and 
Garden Show: Kelley Gowland & 
Betty Howitt    Photo: B. Wilt 
Thanks to Everyone who 
volunteered.

Representing AHS at the Spring Bulb 
Show OHA booth.  Tonie & Bob Wilt 
Photo:  Contributed by the Wilts

A New Variety of Bee?  
Bob Wilt at the Spring Bulb 
Show  Photo: T. Wilt

Strolling through 
Fieldcote 
Photos:  D. Puskas
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Be on the Lookout for Jumping Worms

Yes, they are real!  They can come in soil with 
nursery plants and they are here.  The 
concern is that they appear to change the soil 
chemistry and make difficult growing conditions 
for some plants.  For full description see: 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/
canada-invasive-jumping-
worms-1.6385624
Please check the soil of all plants 
donated to our Plant Sale.  Also remove
any weeds and invasive plants that may
be attached to plant root systems.

Worth Repeating! 
contributed by Wendy  
                 Spangenberger

Spongy Moth (formerly 
known as European Gypsy Moth) 

This is a good time of  year 
to check the bark of  trees 
and any outdoor equipment 
for the egg sacs of  the moth. 
Remove them by scraping  
        (see method at right). 
For further information check: 
https://www.invasivespeciescentre.ca/
wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Spongy-
Moth-Factsheet.pdf

https://www.invasivespeciescentre.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Spongy-Moth-Factsheet.pdf
https://www.invasivespeciescentre.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Spongy-Moth-Factsheet.pdf
https://www.invasivespeciescentre.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Spongy-Moth-Factsheet.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/canada-invasive-jumping-worms-1.6385624
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/canada-invasive-jumping-worms-1.6385624
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 Meetings are held at Ancaster Old Town Hall, 
   210 Wilson St.  E,  Ancaster, on the 3rd 
  Tuesday of the month from September to June. 
  Meeting format: 
  7:30	 Informal Chat & Refreshments 
  7:45    Brief business meeting 
  8:00    Speaker Presentation & Questions 

Coming Events~

                         April 
7th	 Haldimand Hort. Seedy Saturday 
              10am-4pm   (See Poster at side) 
16th    AHS Monthly Meeting 7:30pm 
             ‘The Natural History of  Bats” with 
              Paul Faure, McMaster Bat Lab 
20th     OHA District 6 AGM/Workshop 
              Lion’s Hall, Caledonia  8am-See Poster 
20th       AHS Cleanup Day at Fieldcote 9:00-1:00 
TBA       Potting Days for our Plant Sale 
             Whiteside Farms, 1160 Jerseyville Rd. 
              9:30-12  

                          May 
18th   AHS Plant Sale  8:00-1:00 
             Food Basics Plaza Parking Lot 

21st   AHS Monthly Meeting 7:30pm 
              “Soil Health, Worm Wealth: Cultivating a 
                Greener World” with Helen Stailos,  
                Pure Life Soil 

                               June 
18th    AHS Monthly Meeting  
            Walking Tour with Field Botanist 
            Paul O’Hara—Wear comfortable 
            shoes.  Tour starts behind Lions 
            Club Road Pool. (more info to come) 


